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The Contents of the \Water-mans Dill into 
| the Parlimenr Houſe, May 1621, E Ax = 
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Anſweres. 


Erein wtaxid theCities gonernment, which 

they deſire to bee alienated from the Cittie to 
themſelues, as men more fitter for gouernment . 
But the Law of 2. and 3. of Phillip and Marie for 
prenention of combination thought fit, That the 
election ſhould be out of the whole Company, ana 
no: reſtratred to any certaine number, 


1. By this br1nch,the Cities power of Eleftinn 
of Aſsiſtants, ts cleere taker; away, which the Ci- 
t1had before, becauſe none came tobe Aſoiſtants, 
vntill they had bin Onerſcers. 


2. Although inths the Cities power bee not 
excluded, yet s it much weakned, by arawing the 
nominaticn to themſelues, and tying the Conrt to 
4 neceſstty,to approue their nomination. 


The Oncr-ſcers wil be firſt ſerued,ard they fas 
HA ther, thc Lord Maor ayd Alacrmes. 


3- This Ade &s wery preindiciall tothe ereat 
Ferry by Barge, betwixt $6978  Graueiend, 
which arc alwayes ſteered, and for the moſt part 
rowed by Marriiiers and Sea-men, who are more 
ſufficient for thoſe Boates then water-men, and 
haut ener carried paſſengers with more ſafety. 1: 
would alſo preiudice all the Ferries wvpon the Ri- 
wer of Thames, wherein are few or no Water- 
menemployd, nor in this Act any prousſion made 
for them, which would therefore tend tothe at- 
ſtruction of all Ferries,Barzes,and Tide-boats. 


4. It is neceſſary, that prouiſion ve made that 
the Ordinances of the Company receine allowance 
accordins to the Statute, 19. H-7. or otherwiſe 
by the I. ord Maior and Court of Aldermen, and 
Recorder of the City of London for the ttme bee- 
2g before they be put 1m execution, 


50 This Act would not onely take away thein- 
roreſt 184 property of the Citre of London, cx the 
Towne of Graueſend in that great Ferry: but alſo 
of all thoſe who haue any other Ferries vppon the 
Riner of Thames. Forytf the watermen may free- 
ly carry and recary to and from all places,it would 
be no benefit, but an exceeding great loſſe ro the 
Owners of Ferries,to maintaine Boats,fails,oares 
and men continually to attend pon the ſame,and 
are tyed to entertaine all Paſſengers at ſmal rates, 
by the Statute of 6.H. 8. and by preſcription be- 
fore that time, which the owner of the Ferry may 
not exceede, but by this liberty defired,the paſſen- 
ger # likely to beexacted vpon, beeins left to the 
diſcretion of thelWatermen, who are not heereby 
compellible to attend, 


6. The Owuer-ſeers inhabiting in or neere the 
ty of London, cannot conuenicntly commit Of- 
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N the preamble of their Bill, they recite the Statute ofthe 2. and 
3- Phillip and Mary, which authorizeth the Citic of Londen,to c- 
le& che Ohter-ſcers outof the whole number of Warer-men, 
whichthey complaine of, andalledge, rhatthe Lord Maior and 
Aldermen{for affection or ſome other by-reſpe&do vſualy chuſe 


RN 243] ſuch Warcr-mento be Rulers, which are nor fitto goucrne them- 


ſclues, much lefſe ro take vponthem the charge of fo great a Company. 


ſn the firſt Ate, they deſireto hauethirty Aſliſtantsto be choſen by themſelues, 
andthoſe Aſſiſtants to haue as abſolute power rorule and pouerne (in the ab- 
ſence of the Ouer-lecrs)as the Ouericers chem(lclues. 


In the ſ-cond Age, the old Ouer-ſeers would chooſe and preſent eight perſonnes 
out afthe thirty Aſſiſtants, of which cight perſons, the Citty ſhould have po- 
wer to chooſe foure, and foure of the ancient Rulers, ſhould continue another 
yeare ; Which cight ſo choſen, ſhall haue power to chooſe foure new Aſſiſtants 

to ſupply the roomes of thoſe foure Quer-ſcers ſo cholen. 


If the Ouer-ſecrs fayle to preſent names tothe Lord Maior and Aldermen, then 
the Lord Maior 2nd Aldermen, ſhall hauec authority to chooſe Ouer-ſecrs of 
:hemſclues:yer1{0,as they mult be our of the 30. Aſſiſtants, 


The third AR, protivitcs all perſons whatſocuer, from preſuming to vſe the trade 
ofa Waterman or Lighterman, vnleſle he haue {erued as an Apprentiſe ſeauen 
yeares tha VWaterman or Lighterman,vpon paine of impriſonment 3.months, 
and to fortcite 20.11. 


Thefourth AR, enioyneth all the Water-men (how remote ſoeuerthey dwel 
from the Citicof London) to come to their Hall once euery yeare, to heare 
their Orders read, or elſe to forteite 13.9, to be leuied by the Querſeers forthe 
benefit of the Company. 


In the fift AR, they would haue their Authority enlarged : and whereas before 
it was but berwixt Graweſend and Windſor, now they would hauc it extend 
from Cliff in Kent to Reading in Barkſhire. And that it might be lawfull to and 
for all Free Watermen rowing vpon the Riuer of Thames, to carry and recarrie 
his Maicſttes Liege-people too and from all places betwixt Cliff and Reading 
without contradiction of any perſon or perſons wharſoeucr. 


Sixtly, it is enated, That the Ouerſcers ſhall not ovely have powerto commit 
Oftcnders to priſon, in any ofthe Compers oftbis City, bur alſo inany ocher 


fenders to the next priſon from Cliff in Kent, or 

Reading in Barkſhire . Jr were more nec?ſſarie, 
that the Iuſtices of Peace next adioynine , ſhould 
continue their power to puniſh Water men,being 
offenders, whoſe indgements are nothing inferior 
to thell ater -mcn. 


7, Heereby the right which Owners of Fer- 
ries haueto place Maiſters in their owne Boates, 
and the power which the T.ord Maior, and other 
Corporations haue, to diſplace inſufficient Mair 
ſters ts taken away . In which Act & 10 prov:ſion 
for Sea-men aud Marriners, but arc reſt rayned, 
except they be firſt allowed : and the Water-men 
arc not compel; ble to allow but whom they pleaſe, 
rerther 6s /t prouae 4, what (ball bee Amen OY I 4- 
ken for ſuch allowance, ſo that by ſuch deſired is- 
berty, the Owners of Ferries aud Aarriners tobe 
employ edvpon the Riner,are like to bee ſubiect to 
theexaction of the Vater-mev. 


8. Inthethird Aft, none may preſume tovſe 
the Trade but Water-men : and with this,nolWa- 
terman ſhall haue to 40 with Land-men, ſo that 
the Owner « of Ferries bee ns altogether Land: 
»en.ſhall be altogethcr barred both from IWate; - 
men, Marriners, and Landines, t0 guide or rowe 
their Boats, whereh) Hc/ternc BaY 7es and Boats 
are ticluded :; whereby allowance e3 diſallowance 
deſired by this Act, will qr aw agrcat charge wp- 
pon Paſſengers and Proniſion comme or broucht 
ztotheCuty. 


9. The Ouer-feers would hane power t0 tale 
away 47 mans ſeruants :- perhappes, anainſt the 
” ”" S ; > 
will both of Maſter and Seruant : and the colour 
of this allowance,will be 4 meanes to draw chayee 
wpon the poorer ſort of the Company, 


10. This Adis innaiure of 4 prejſe, which 
the Oner-ſeers would haue power at all ttmes to 
EXECUTE T'p008 ſu h. ECTE fl wh 072; they [10.41 Te 
ny trmeconcerue malice or offence: and it is d' - 
rea; that the Maſters of the Trinity how{e 1. bd 
callea tothe Act, | 
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priſon in the Counties of Kept, Eſſex, Surrey, Middleſex, and Barkſhire, which 
may be neareſt to theplace where the Offenders ſhall dwell. ,, | 


By the ſeuenth A&R, no perſon may take vpon him the charge and guidance of a- 


ny Barge, Tilt-boate, or Lighterſman,vnleſſe he be approoucd and allowed by 
the Ouer-ſcers and 6. of the Aſſiſtants, vpon paine to torfeite fiue pound to the 
Ouer-ſcers, to the vſe of the Company. And if any perſon ſo allowed, become 

diſordred and vnfit, then they ſhall haue power to difallow him: and if he con- | 


tinue his charge, and refuſe to be diſallowed , then to forfeite forty (ſhillings to 
the vic aforeſaid. 


That no Waterman vſing any Tide-boat,Barge, Tiltboat,Lighterſman,or \Wher- 


ry, ſhall become Partner, or h ueany thing to doe concerning the Tradeof a 
Waterman with any L.andman, or with any other buta Waterman, vnleſle 


he be allowed fo ro do by the Ouerſecrs and Aflittants, vpon paineto forteire 
20.5. tothe vicatoretaide. 


No perſon vſing the Trade of a Waterman, ſhal take into his ſeriice, the Seruanc 


or Apprentiſe of anv other Waterman, but by the Order and Allowance of tie 
Ouctſcers and Afliſtancs, vpon paine to torteit v,li.to the vic of the Company. 


Thatno Maſter or owner of any Ship or Veſſ*! belonging to the River of Thames 


ofthe burthen of 100. Tunnes or more, may make any voy2geto Seca, excepr 
they take with them for cuery 100, Tuns thuir Ship is of b-.1t1:zen,, one Viarer» 
mans ruant : for which feruant or ieruones, they mult repaire tothe place 
whetethe Vatermen vietoatlumble, aid deming of then, winch feruant or 
{cruants, togethcr with their conditions and rates, ſ1.a!l boo appointed by the 
Oucr-ſcers, And eucry Maiter or Owner which {ha!l oftend hcretn, thal for- 
terte 40.5.t0 the vic ofthe Company. 


